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WELCOME FROM ALL OF US...

The Pioneer Members, Present Members,
Elders and Pastors

of

The Worldwide Church of(God

Bismarck and Fargo, North Dakota
Congregations

On This, Our
Twenty-fifth Anniversary
July, 1966 -July, 1991

NOTES...



NOTES...

MiR.JOSEPH W.TKACH

PASTOR″GENERAL
Of the

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD
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EARLY IIISTORY OF THE
NORTH DAKOTA CHURCHES

ltre story of the North Dslota churches begins several
years before a minister was sent out arril regular
meet ings began. For sme in the Ilakotas, the mid-1950's
was the beginning of & new life - as sre of our early
North Dalota Dders were baptized into the "Radio
Ctrurch of God" (which was the name of the church at that
t ine) .

Qrly those nho tere baptized at the saoe tioe and in
the same location lgrew each other. Ttrese lew scattered
uders had little idea that there were others ruith
simi lar beliefs ar5rwhere near.

Attending the Feast of Tabernacles in Big San{y,
Texas was an opportuni ty lor the scattered brethren to
get to lsrow each othen. ltre Dqv of Aton€oent was
observed on the way to the Feast in Teras.

Cming back to North Dalota fro the Feast of
Tabernacles Eeant Dany weekends of either keepirg the
Sabbath alone, or with only imediate family neobers.
Mders were so hungry for f el lowship that they beg:an
gettirg together just for the opportrxrity to have a
picnic, or a shared meal to discuss their new-foruril
truths. As Dar\y as 50 people at tended these informal
get-togethers in the years before there was a chunch or
Bible Stu{y.

Ttre first holy day kept in North Dakota was the Feast
of Tnqets in 1961, at the Jsnestown Park. But there
were no weekly Sabbath services in the whole upper
midwest unt i I the i{irmeapol is church beean in Septder t
1963.

Itle now cont inue with the history of the Bismarck ard
Fargo churches as they both caue to be...

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
PASTOR―GENERAL
HERBERT W.ARMISTRONG

JULY 31,1892‐ JANUARY 16′ 1986



In February, 1989 we had one of the worst blizzards
to ever hit...and it came on a Sabbath. The day began
coqaratively pleasant and Sabbath services were well
attended. But by the time services had ended, the wind
was whipping the snow into a full blizzard. Several
mabers attqted to get home--and ended up stranded in
various locations. A large mrnber ended up sleeping in
the lobby of the Holiday lrur, and about one-third of the
congregat ion rode out the storm at the Eagle's Club.

In June, 1986 the Fargo congregat ion bade farewell to
Mr. Wilson and his family, and welconed our fourth
pastor, Mr. Mike Blackwell and his family.

Begirming in 1986 Fargo became a center for Y
activities for the North and South Dakota Y
district. Marly funct ions revolved around these Y
f ami Iy weekends.

On Jnne 27, 1987 Mr. Tkach visited Winnipeg and marry
people frcn Grand Forks and Fargo made the trip to hear
C,od's apost I e.

On Feast of Trunpetsr 1988 Mr, Charles Hanson became
the first blind elder in this era of C,od's church.
Drring the Dqys of Unleavened Bread, 1990 Fargo welcmed
its newest deacon--{\{r. Drane Keller.

Over the years, the Fargo church has had many
visiting speakers from headquarters, including visits
from Mr. Ri chard Ames, Dr. Donald Ward, Mr, Harold
Jackson, Dr, Clint Zirmerman' Mr. Dean Blackwell, Mr,
Leroy Neff, Mr. Dennis Lu-ker, Mr. CarI McNair, and Dr.
Dave Albert.

It is our great pleasure to wel corne you all - the
faithful brothers and sisters of C,od's church, back for
our 25th armiversary celebrat ion.

IIISTORY OF
THE BISrMIARCK CONGREGATION

The first merobers in North Da-kota were baptized in
the 1950's. Arcng these early m€ob€rs were: Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Mauk, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Spitzer, Mr. Ihut
Xnutson, Mr. and Mrs. Kermeth Shulte, Mr. andMrs. Paul
Lang, Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Schaeffer, the Ru{y Mettler
fanily, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Schueller, the Hints fanily,
and Phyllis Hederely. MarUr of these meobers, along with
others, at tended informal get-togethers in the years
before there was a church or Bible Stu(y in North
Dalota.

Then came the d+y when the letter arrived in each of
their hmes, inviting theo to oeet in Bismarck for a
Bible Stu{y with one of Cod's ministers. I}ris first
neeting was in February, 1964. There were 113 eager
faces with alert minds trying catch every word of what
was said during that first forual Bible Study. Brethren
were able to ask questions and get answers right frm
the Bible, They were able to hear the plain truth,
which was so refreshing that marly could hardly wait to
go out and tell their friends, relatives and neighbors.
Marry had to be counseled to let their light shine by
their deeds, rather than by atteqting to convert loved
ones. This first Bible study was held. in the World Wan
Mernrial building in Bismarck. eibldfddrit inued through
the next two and one-half years, later being held at the
Grand Pacific Hotel .

The first weddi ng in North Dakota of rnealbers of God's
church was on Augus t 1, 1965...with the Darriage of
Karen Fricke to Ray Daly. This wedding was held at the
Grand Pacific Hotel .

Marv of the brethren during these years were faruers,
ranchers, or dairy people. Those who milked cows had
difficulty maintaining the demands of their dairy
operations while keeping the Sabbath properly. So sme
bqan to look around for alternative occupations. Since

.0.U.
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there was no certainty of a church starting in Bisrmrck
at that time, narur members sold their farms and nroved to
the Mirureapol is area, where a church there had started
in 1963. As mar\y as 50-60 brethren left the Bi srnarck
Bible Study g:rouP in this t irne period - al though it
seaned soleone new would always be called to fill the
vacant seats.

Sundqy r July 3, 1966 was the last Bible study prior
to the starting: of the Bisrnarck chunch. Ninety-nine
people were in attendance at that study.

July 8, 1966 was the date on the letter fran Mr.
Herbert Amstrorg infomrirg mernbers that a church was
startirg in Bisrnarck.

ltrat lirst Sabbath service was held July 16, 1966 at
3:00 p.m., at the Bismarck Moose Lodge on Rai I road Ave.
'Ihe at tendance was 121 . Mr. Lowel I Blackwell conducted
this first service. Notes show that the very next dry
the brethren got together once again for a skatirg party
soc i al .

In these early Sabbath services Mr. Blackwel I led the
sorg service, did all the speaking' and gave the opening
and closirg prqyers. It soon became evident that help
was needed to serve the nrarqr needs of the church.

Mr. Ron Fricke and Mr. Paul Lang were appointed to
help take care of the many details involved in holding
Bible studies anil church services. Several men from the
corgregat ion were surprised to be celled on for openirg
or closing prqyers...and then for sorg leadirg and
later, to give serrrpnet tes.

Spokesrnan Club was then started to help prepare men

for leadership roles. Novernber 1' 1966 was the first
Spokeman Club meetirg in Bisnrarck. It was held at the
old Capitol Electric building at 7:00 p.m. The club met
every Tuesday evening thereafter.

The Dqy of Atonernent, 1970 was our first service in
the Fargo Eagle's Club...where we have met except for
one year ever s ince.

June 19, l9?1 was the farewell Sabbath for our first
pastor...as the Lowel I Blackwells were rnving on to
Otrio. Mr. Wqyne Lugenbi I I became pastor Jrure 26, 1971.
Shortly afterward the Fargo and Bismarck churches ended
their joint rel at ionship.

Fargo's assigned Feast of Tabernacles site in 1972
was at the new church-owned site of Wisconsin Dells.

On the Iast Holy Day of Unleavened Bread of 1975, Mr.
Andrew Freeman was ordained a deacon. During the Days
of Unleavened Bread a year later, Mr. Kirk McDonald was
ordained a deacon.

On July 22, l9T8 we we I corned our third pastor, Mr.
HughWilson and his family. The north country presented
quite a change fron New Orleans, where Mr. Wilson and
his family had corne froar.

As the church went through a time of turbulence in
the late 1970's Mr. Wilson helped keep the inpact on the
Fargo Corgregat ion to a minim-m. Several visits from
headguarters ministers including Mr. Carl McNair, Mr,
Waterhouse, and Mr. Dean Blackwell also helped greatly
with this.

Feast of Truupets, 1980 was the ordination of another
local church elder - Mr. Jotur Hillerson.

During the early 1980's we enjoyed a variety of
activities including float trips, costune balls, spring
formal dances, etc.

The 15th armiversary of the Fargo church was
celebrated on Augus t 1, 1986. Mr. Dean Blackwell was
guest speaker. On October 12 of that year the Fargo
church went toMirmeapolis to hear Mr. Herbert Armstrong.



mre private and with better parking - aI though it was
colder in winter and hotter in suuner.

on April 1' 1967 the Fargo Spokesoan Club began, with
nettrbers corni ng frm three states to be a part. Later
that rcnth, on April 15, the Fargo church saw its first
ordinations...those of Mr. Rober t Berg and Mr. Gary
Wendt being ordained as deacons.

Ttre Last Da;z of Unl eavened Bread in 196? was to be
held at Bisoarck...but typical of Nonth Dakota's
weather, over a foot of snow reduced any driving in
Bismarck to four-rvheel-dr i ve vehicles...so the church in
North Dal<ota had to stay holed up on that Holy Day.

In February, 1968 the first two deaconesses were
ordained: Mrs. Huddel ia Stutzman and Mrs. JoAnne Wendt.
In April 1968 Mr, Rob€rt Berg was ordained a local
church elder - a little over a mnth after giving his
first serrcnet te.

By 1968 the areas had grown to the point that in June
of that year Mr. Lowell ElackwelI was sent an assistant
to help. In Noverober, 1968 Mr. Blackwell anil his
f ami Iy mved f ro their hoe in Mandan to Cassel ton.

During the winter of 1969, Mr. Blackwell and Mr. Ben
Morrison were caught in a bI indirrg blizzard on I-94.
They had to stop because the interstate was blocked by
two seoi trucks. Ttrey were then hit by another seori

frm behind, and had a I ong: cold night waiting rescue
the next d4y.

The first wedding in the Fargo church took place in
March, 1969 when Alice Howey oarried Art Schaffer of
Bismarck.

April, 1970 saw Imre ordinations. Mr. Charles Hanson
and Mr. Richard l{agner were ordained deacons. In Jwre,
19?0 Mr. Gary CastIe became ltlr. Blackwell's assistant.

In April, 1967 - nine rcnths after the church was
started - Mr. Ron Fricke was ordained the first deacon
in the Bi soarck congregation. Later, in June of 1967'
Mr. Barry Chase was sent out to assist Mr. Blackwell fon
the next year. 'Itrroughout these early years of the
church in North Dakota, tr{r. Blackwell was also pastoring
the Fargo church on the other side of the state,
resulting in a great deal of travel and being apart frm
his fanily. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Morrison were sent to
assist Mr. Blackwell for a short period of time in 1968
and 1969.

One attendance report during these early years showed
Bismarck with about 140 in attendance. Eventually' the
growth in Fargo began to increase rapidly. It rras then
that Mr. Blackwell and his family rcved to Castleton,
North Dalota, and in July, 1969 Mr. Wayne Lwerrbi II was
sent to Bismarck to assist the church and mcmbers in the
$estern hal? of the state.

Dur i ng: these early years of the church in North
Dakota, the Fargo and Bismarck congregations allNays met
together for the arurual holy da5rs, as well as for marur
other church activities such as Spokesuan Club reetings,
softball g6nes ard caryouts. Uar\y long- Iast ing
friendships were cemented during this tine by sperding
these precious ments together as wel I as in each
other ' s hmes.

In April, 1970 Mr. Joe Stoebner was ordained a
deacon, and Mrs. Darlene Daly was ordained deaconess to
help with the increasirg physical needs of the Bismarck
church.

ln 7972, when Mr. Lowell Blackwell and his family
were transferred froro the Fargo area, Mr. LuganbiII went
to Fargo and Mr. ard Mrs. John Cafourek and farnily were
sent to Bismarck to begin serving the Bismarck
congregat ion.

The Spokesman Club and other church activities



flourished throughout these years. The Bisrmrck men's
basketball team even played in tournaments in Sioux
Falls' South Dakota and Onaha, Nebraska...and won!
Determination and North Dalota resolve proved that even
though smal I in mluber, they were mighty in spirit.

Mr. Joe Stoeb,ner was ondained a local church elder in
June, 1975. At the same time Mr. and Mrs. George Kulish
were ordained as deacon and deaconess to help with the
growth and work load in the Bisnrarck church.

Mr. Cafourek and family were transferned to Missouri
in 1976r after beir€ in the Bismarck area for about four
years. At that time Mr. and Mrs. Dan Creed were sent to
Bi snrarck to serve the brethren and to cont inue building
on the foundat i on set donn by previous ministers.

Mr. Jerry Helt was ordained a deacon in 1978. Mr.
Burt Daly was ordained a deacon in 1980, and at the same
t irne Mr. HeIt was ordained a local church elder. Mr.
Ron Fricke was ordained a Iocal church elder in
1985,..sqne 19 years after he helped with the startirg
of the church in 1966.

In 1985 Mr. Creed and family were transferred to
Illinois, after having spent nine years in Bisrnarck.
Mr. Jeff Barness then became the next pastor of the
Bisrarck church - as well as the Minot and Dickinson
churches, which had been raised up in the meantime.

In 1989 - at about the same time North Dakota was
celebrating its l00th binthdqy as a state, Mr. and Mrs.
Jeff Barness and fanily were transferred to New York.
At that time, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Luecke arrived to take
their pl ace.

HISTORY OF
THE FARGO CONGRETATION

Faithful mabers fron eastern North Dakota and South
Da-kota and northwest lllinnesota were over joyed to receive
a hand printed letter frorn Mr. Lowell Blackwell...
announc i ng that the first Sabbath service was to be held
in Fargo, North Dakota on July 30, 1966 at the Fargo
American Legion Club.

Formerly, some of our mernbers - who were baptized by
baptizing t eams sent out frorn Pasadena in the Iate
1950's and early 1960's - had to travel to Chicago for
the Passover, and rouined there through the Dqys of
Unl eavened Bread.

After Septernber, 1963 when theMirmeapolis, Mirmesola
church began, those members who lived in the eastern
sections ol North Dakota and South Dakota and Minnesota
began attendirg in Mirureapol is whenever possible.

So, to finally have a "Iocal" church begin was a real
blessing, even though Fargo was over 100 miles aw4y frorn
sorne mernber's homes. Eighty-five people attended that
first service in Fargo, It was the first church of God
service that nrany had ever attended.

Fargo's first pastor, Mr. Lowell Blackwell, did
everything in these early services ...the song leadirry,
opening and closing: prayers, announcernents, the senmn
and then answering questions afterward. But that soon
changed, as Mr. Gary Wendt was "volrmteered" to lead
songs.

Fargo's first Holy day service was the Feast of
Trurpets, 1966. 'lhis was a coobined service at
Bismarck, with 152 people present and a total holy day
offeriqr of f530.32.

On March 25, 1967 the Fargo church mved across the
river to the Moorhead American Legion, a hall which was
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mre private and with better parking - aI though it was
colder in winter and hotter in suuner.

on April 1' 1967 the Fargo Spokesoan Club began, with
nettrbers corni ng frm three states to be a part. Later
that rcnth, on April 15, the Fargo church saw its first
ordinations...those of Mr. Rober t Berg and Mr. Gary
Wendt being ordained as deacons.

Ttre Last Da;z of Unl eavened Bread in 196? was to be
held at Bisoarck...but typical of Nonth Dakota's
weather, over a foot of snow reduced any driving in
Bismarck to four-rvheel-dr i ve vehicles...so the church in
North Dal<ota had to stay holed up on that Holy Day.

In February, 1968 the first two deaconesses were
ordained: Mrs. Huddel ia Stutzman and Mrs. JoAnne Wendt.
In April 1968 Mr, Rob€rt Berg was ordained a local
church elder - a little over a mnth after giving his
first serrcnet te.

By 1968 the areas had grown to the point that in June
of that year Mr. Lowell ElackwelI was sent an assistant
to help. In Noverober, 1968 Mr. Blackwell anil his
f ami Iy mved f ro their hoe in Mandan to Cassel ton.

During the winter of 1969, Mr. Blackwell and Mr. Ben
Morrison were caught in a bI indirrg blizzard on I-94.
They had to stop because the interstate was blocked by
two seoi trucks. Ttrey were then hit by another seori

frm behind, and had a I ong: cold night waiting rescue
the next d4y.

The first wedding in the Fargo church took place in
March, 1969 when Alice Howey oarried Art Schaffer of
Bismarck.

April, 1970 saw Imre ordinations. Mr. Charles Hanson
and Mr. Richard l{agner were ordained deacons. In Jwre,
19?0 Mr. Gary CastIe became ltlr. Blackwell's assistant.

In April, 1967 - nine rcnths after the church was
started - Mr. Ron Fricke was ordained the first deacon
in the Bi soarck congregation. Later, in June of 1967'
Mr. Barry Chase was sent out to assist Mr. Blackwell fon
the next year. 'Itrroughout these early years of the
church in North Dakota, tr{r. Blackwell was also pastoring
the Fargo church on the other side of the state,
resulting in a great deal of travel and being apart frm
his fanily. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Morrison were sent to
assist Mr. Blackwell for a short period of time in 1968
and 1969.

One attendance report during these early years showed
Bismarck with about 140 in attendance. Eventually' the
growth in Fargo began to increase rapidly. It rras then
that Mr. Blackwell and his family rcved to Castleton,
North Dalota, and in July, 1969 Mr. Wayne Lwerrbi II was
sent to Bismarck to assist the church and mcmbers in the
$estern hal? of the state.

Dur i ng: these early years of the church in North
Dakota, the Fargo and Bismarck congregations allNays met
together for the arurual holy da5rs, as well as for marur
other church activities such as Spokesuan Club reetings,
softball g6nes ard caryouts. Uar\y long- Iast ing
friendships were cemented during this tine by sperding
these precious ments together as wel I as in each
other ' s hmes.

In April, 1970 Mr. Joe Stoebner was ordained a
deacon, and Mrs. Darlene Daly was ordained deaconess to
help with the increasirg physical needs of the Bismarck
church.

ln 7972, when Mr. Lowell Blackwell and his family
were transferred froro the Fargo area, Mr. LuganbiII went
to Fargo and Mr. ard Mrs. John Cafourek and farnily were
sent to Bismarck to begin serving the Bismarck
congregat ion.

The Spokesman Club and other church activities



there was no certainty of a church starting in Bisrmrck
at that time, narur members sold their farms and nroved to
the Mirureapol is area, where a church there had started
in 1963. As mar\y as 50-60 brethren left the Bi srnarck
Bible Study g:rouP in this t irne period - al though it
seaned soleone new would always be called to fill the
vacant seats.

Sundqy r July 3, 1966 was the last Bible study prior
to the starting: of the Bisrnarck chunch. Ninety-nine
people were in attendance at that study.

July 8, 1966 was the date on the letter fran Mr.
Herbert Amstrorg infomrirg mernbers that a church was
startirg in Bisrnarck.

ltrat lirst Sabbath service was held July 16, 1966 at
3:00 p.m., at the Bismarck Moose Lodge on Rai I road Ave.
'Ihe at tendance was 121 . Mr. Lowel I Blackwell conducted
this first service. Notes show that the very next dry
the brethren got together once again for a skatirg party
soc i al .

In these early Sabbath services Mr. Blackwel I led the
sorg service, did all the speaking' and gave the opening
and closirg prqyers. It soon became evident that help
was needed to serve the nrarqr needs of the church.

Mr. Ron Fricke and Mr. Paul Lang were appointed to
help take care of the many details involved in holding
Bible studies anil church services. Several men from the
corgregat ion were surprised to be celled on for openirg
or closing prqyers...and then for sorg leadirg and
later, to give serrrpnet tes.

Spokesrnan Club was then started to help prepare men

for leadership roles. Novernber 1' 1966 was the first
Spokeman Club meetirg in Bisnrarck. It was held at the
old Capitol Electric building at 7:00 p.m. The club met
every Tuesday evening thereafter.

The Dqy of Atonernent, 1970 was our first service in
the Fargo Eagle's Club...where we have met except for
one year ever s ince.

June 19, l9?1 was the farewell Sabbath for our first
pastor...as the Lowel I Blackwells were rnving on to
Otrio. Mr. Wqyne Lugenbi I I became pastor Jrure 26, 1971.
Shortly afterward the Fargo and Bismarck churches ended
their joint rel at ionship.

Fargo's assigned Feast of Tabernacles site in 1972
was at the new church-owned site of Wisconsin Dells.

On the Iast Holy Day of Unleavened Bread of 1975, Mr.
Andrew Freeman was ordained a deacon. During the Days
of Unleavened Bread a year later, Mr. Kirk McDonald was
ordained a deacon.

On July 22, l9T8 we we I corned our third pastor, Mr.
HughWilson and his family. The north country presented
quite a change fron New Orleans, where Mr. Wilson and
his family had corne froar.

As the church went through a time of turbulence in
the late 1970's Mr. Wilson helped keep the inpact on the
Fargo Corgregat ion to a minim-m. Several visits from
headguarters ministers including Mr. Carl McNair, Mr,
Waterhouse, and Mr. Dean Blackwell also helped greatly
with this.

Feast of Truupets, 1980 was the ordination of another
local church elder - Mr. Jotur Hillerson.

During the early 1980's we enjoyed a variety of
activities including float trips, costune balls, spring
formal dances, etc.

The 15th armiversary of the Fargo church was
celebrated on Augus t 1, 1986. Mr. Dean Blackwell was
guest speaker. On October 12 of that year the Fargo
church went toMirmeapolis to hear Mr. Herbert Armstrong.



In February, 1989 we had one of the worst blizzards
to ever hit...and it came on a Sabbath. The day began
coqaratively pleasant and Sabbath services were well
attended. But by the time services had ended, the wind
was whipping the snow into a full blizzard. Several
mabers attqted to get home--and ended up stranded in
various locations. A large mrnber ended up sleeping in
the lobby of the Holiday lrur, and about one-third of the
congregat ion rode out the storm at the Eagle's Club.

In June, 1986 the Fargo congregat ion bade farewell to
Mr. Wilson and his family, and welconed our fourth
pastor, Mr. Mike Blackwell and his family.

Begirming in 1986 Fargo became a center for Y
activities for the North and South Dakota Y
district. Marly funct ions revolved around these Y
f ami Iy weekends.

On Jnne 27, 1987 Mr. Tkach visited Winnipeg and marry
people frcn Grand Forks and Fargo made the trip to hear
C,od's apost I e.

On Feast of Trunpetsr 1988 Mr, Charles Hanson became
the first blind elder in this era of C,od's church.
Drring the Dqys of Unleavened Bread, 1990 Fargo welcmed
its newest deacon--{\{r. Drane Keller.

Over the years, the Fargo church has had many
visiting speakers from headquarters, including visits
from Mr. Ri chard Ames, Dr. Donald Ward, Mr, Harold
Jackson, Dr, Clint Zirmerman' Mr. Dean Blackwell, Mr,
Leroy Neff, Mr. Dennis Lu-ker, Mr. CarI McNair, and Dr.
Dave Albert.

It is our great pleasure to wel corne you all - the
faithful brothers and sisters of C,od's church, back for
our 25th armiversary celebrat ion.

IIISTORY OF
THE BISrMIARCK CONGREGATION

The first merobers in North Da-kota were baptized in
the 1950's. Arcng these early m€ob€rs were: Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Mauk, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Spitzer, Mr. Ihut
Xnutson, Mr. and Mrs. Kermeth Shulte, Mr. andMrs. Paul
Lang, Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Schaeffer, the Ru{y Mettler
fanily, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Schueller, the Hints fanily,
and Phyllis Hederely. MarUr of these meobers, along with
others, at tended informal get-togethers in the years
before there was a church or Bible Stu(y in North
Dalota.

Then came the d+y when the letter arrived in each of
their hmes, inviting theo to oeet in Bismarck for a
Bible Stu{y with one of Cod's ministers. I}ris first
neeting was in February, 1964. There were 113 eager
faces with alert minds trying catch every word of what
was said during that first forual Bible Study. Brethren
were able to ask questions and get answers right frm
the Bible, They were able to hear the plain truth,
which was so refreshing that marly could hardly wait to
go out and tell their friends, relatives and neighbors.
Marry had to be counseled to let their light shine by
their deeds, rather than by atteqting to convert loved
ones. This first Bible study was held. in the World Wan
Mernrial building in Bismarck. eibldfddrit inued through
the next two and one-half years, later being held at the
Grand Pacific Hotel .

The first weddi ng in North Dakota of rnealbers of God's
church was on Augus t 1, 1965...with the Darriage of
Karen Fricke to Ray Daly. This wedding was held at the
Grand Pacific Hotel .

Marv of the brethren during these years were faruers,
ranchers, or dairy people. Those who milked cows had
difficulty maintaining the demands of their dairy
operations while keeping the Sabbath properly. So sme
bqan to look around for alternative occupations. Since

.0.U.

.0.U.

.0.U.



EARLY IIISTORY OF THE
NORTH DAKOTA CHURCHES

ltre story of the North Dslota churches begins several
years before a minister was sent out arril regular
meet ings began. For sme in the Ilakotas, the mid-1950's
was the beginning of & new life - as sre of our early
North Dalota Dders were baptized into the "Radio
Ctrurch of God" (which was the name of the church at that
t ine) .

Qrly those nho tere baptized at the saoe tioe and in
the same location lgrew each other. Ttrese lew scattered
uders had little idea that there were others ruith
simi lar beliefs ar5rwhere near.

Attending the Feast of Tabernacles in Big San{y,
Texas was an opportuni ty lor the scattered brethren to
get to lsrow each othen. ltre Dqv of Aton€oent was
observed on the way to the Feast in Teras.

Cming back to North Dalota fro the Feast of
Tabernacles Eeant Dany weekends of either keepirg the
Sabbath alone, or with only imediate family neobers.
Mders were so hungry for f el lowship that they beg:an
gettirg together just for the opportrxrity to have a
picnic, or a shared meal to discuss their new-foruril
truths. As Dar\y as 50 people at tended these informal
get-togethers in the years before there was a chunch or
Bible Stu{y.

Ttre first holy day kept in North Dakota was the Feast
of Tnqets in 1961, at the Jsnestown Park. But there
were no weekly Sabbath services in the whole upper
midwest unt i I the i{irmeapol is church beean in Septder t
1963.

Itle now cont inue with the history of the Bismarck ard
Fargo churches as they both caue to be...

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
PASTOR―GENERAL
HERBERT W.ARMISTRONG

JULY 31,1892‐ JANUARY 16′ 1986



NOTES...

MiR.JOSEPH W.TKACH

PASTOR″GENERAL
Of the

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD
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WELCOME FROM ALL OF US...

The Pioneer Members, Present Members,
Elders and Pastors

of

The Worldwide Church of(God

Bismarck and Fargo, North Dakota
Congregations

On This, Our
Twenty-fifth Anniversary
July, 1966 -July, 1991

NOTES...
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■ORTH DAXOTA CHURCHES
25TH ▲‖‖IVERSARY

DATE:  JULY 6-7, 1991
LOCAT10‖ :  FAR60 CIVIC CEHTER′  FARGC), ■.D

SATURDAY′  JULY 6
10330 A.■ .―――■ORHI‖6 SERVICES― ■,。  Pou■ Lueck●―●●ng■●●d●r

SPECIAL HuSIC― ‐―F●rg● Octet
■ro Cre(● d′‖r. ■■■●On―●p■■t●

3100 P.■ .― ――AFTER‖ 1〕(DI SERVICES‐ ―■r. ■■L● B■●ckve■ ■――S'■ dr.
Hr. L. B■●cヒv●■■―●er●onett●
Hr. D。  3■ ocL,o■■――●er●on

6=(00 P。 ■.― ――SL=DE S■ 0り A■D PROGRA■ OF HISTORY
‖ro L. B■ ●●k,e■■′‖r. R. B(●rg

78130 P。 ■.―――CATERED HEAL
91330 P.■ .―――DA‖CE `S■ ou= F● ■■● Denc● B● nd)

SU‖DAY′  JULY 7
10300 ▲。H・ ‐~~CHURCH PICIIC (L=HDEI■ 010D PARК )
12,30 P.H。 ―――FISH FRY A‖ D POT LuCI PIC■
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